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Part U 
GOALS STRATEGIES and IMPLEMENTATION 

September 1998 

The purpose of the Farmland Protection is to economically strengthen 
agriculture industry to protect its agricultural land base now and for the 

PART I - Study of Agriculture in Tioga County outlines the current status, trends, and 
projections agriculture in the County. The process of seeking public input for the 
Study involved the establishment of the Agriculture Business Retention & Expansion 
Task (BR&E) and numerous Task Force meetings. With assistance from Cornell 
University, the BR&E Farmer Survey was developed and administered directly to farmer 
participants, on-site. 

Part II - Goals. Strategies and Implementation represents the starting point for the 
protection farmland and agriculture in Tioga County. Evaluated survey results were 
discussed during 3 Farmer Forums that included dairy farmers, crop farmers 
livestock producers. The concludes with the identification of Goals and a 
presentation of Options, consideration as Strategies in a Protection Plan. 

procedures and evaluations of progress wm be necessary to ensure the 
effectiveness in achieving the Goals presented in the Plan. 

A draft of Part I and Part II of the Tioga County Agriculture and Farmland Protection Plan 
was forwarded to Project participants Elaine Jardine, Director of Planning in Tioga 

prior to a meeting scheduled for October 6, 1998. After reviewing the Plan's 
highlights and an open discussion, participants prioritize the goals and strategies of Part 
II issues are designated in this report. 

Part I Part II the comprise the Tioga County Agriculture & Farmland 
Protection Plan. The Strategies suggested address current issues with a focus on a 
productive and economically viable future Tioga County agriculture. 

elements of Strategies outlined II the Plan are communication 
and unification. Communication between and County governments and 
unification of agriculture non-agriculture sectors will provide short and long-term 
benefits to the agricultural industry and the overall County. The Plan addresses issues 
that have negatively impacted County farmers. 

In 1949, there were 1,870 farms in County. 1997 there were 447 active 
the County. Tioga County lost approximately 1,423 active farms over a period 

The 1997 BR&E indicates that the County will lose 40% of currently 
farms within the next ten years. This will reduce the number of active farms in the 

County to approximately If Tioga County experiences industrial and residential 
growth over the next ten years, additional farms will inevitably be lost to non-agricultural 
development. These projections imply that past and current efforts directed toward the 
sustainability of farmers, farms, farmland and the industry of agriculture have been and 
remain ineffective safeguarding the industry against internal and external pressures. 
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The Association may make a commitment to an program to 
one or several schools and/or The Beef Council may contribute educational material for 
several classrooms and/or a local farmer may offer field for classes. The South 
Central NY Committee may agree to a materials for 
one or all schools in a district. Cornell may agree to software and 

demonstrations in labs. 

in the Classroom can be created in with IV. 

in the Classroom in ranges between 
000.00 per year and all communication on volunteers. 





issues are at South Central New York Resource 
Inc. Board 1111 "'""t"~nc: 

r.i:>r1ri::>•~i::>nri:>n at Southern Tier East Board 



pm;mcm titled 'Circuit Rider'. 
·~m .. ~~ Town and 

as an 





farmers and markets for 
agency programs and current research data and nnl\I"' ..... 

for farmers. 

be for a trial timeframe of 
r~~~~~ will be submitted from the office of 

determine the effectiveness of the 
to farms and farmland and the 



In a consumer outreach the Norwich Farmer's Market Master invited a local 
school band to market hours on a One hundred and five band 
students turned out in new band uniforms. Three hundred and 
brother and sisters came to listen to the farmer's market 
out within two hours. The farmers didn't know 
Norwich had a farmer's market." 



River offers SEA GRANT NEW YORK is a 
program of the State of New le::.ni:irhne>1nt of 

Commerce and in association with Cornell Co1ooe~ra1live 1-v1pn,.,1111n 

and U.S. of Commerce. 

At the Norwich New York Farmer's Market an old-fashioned 
A young man from the can tell you 
you want to know about syrup because the farmer who the syrup 

him. The same farmer '""'"''""'" lost his wife and cannot the at the farmer's 
market anymore. the coordinator offers the on customer and 

will earn minimum wage for his of work. A 
Grant obtained the program entitled THE PLACE pays his 

The farmer doesn't have to time away from the farm to in the local 
farmer's market. 

event Invite local chefs to 
to their restaurant and the farmer's e::.n1r,,..-.·..,.1c:"'"' 

local restaurants to utilize local chefs can be invited as 
farmers market clients. 



Invite the local bookstore to and sell seasonal cookbooks at a Great 
at the farmer's market Consider bookstores to 

'best dish" or "best salsa" contests. Invite 
etc. to 

at the farmer's market. In addition to a wide selection 
invite Caldfeld 40 Home to 

Plan media coverage. Work with Gardens and 
Event. 
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Note: Tax burdens to farmers have been an issue on and State levels. Last year, 
the State School Tax Credit some tax relief. In order to 

benefit from the State School Tax Credit farmers must meet a set level of off-the-farm 
income. small and time farms do not meet the minimum income 
stated in the State School Tax Credit cannot take of this tax credit 
program. The farms that net or less are the ,..,.,,,,,t,oc:t 

economic difficulties and would be 
assessments of active farmland. 



utilized in states that have lost a 
These states are land use 

a minimal farm base for the future. When land use 
to the excessive loss of the results are cost effective. Some 

or 'Clustering' have been to decrease the conflict 
de·11e1ornnent and industrial/residential R-1, 

North & South 
toward reconstruction and of for both passenger and rail services. 

ror•orior·<>to the train as a historic method of distribution of as well as to 
encourage short distance commuters and State tourism efforts. Foundation and 
funds have been for these 
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